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May 28th 2009 marked 

the 100th anniversary of the dedication of 

the present church building, dedicated to St 

Paul. The Celebration Mass that took 

place to mark this event was officiated by 

Bishop Nickolas Reade, Bishop of Black-

burn.  Worship at Marton began in 1760 

when Rev. Mr Gibson of Lytham came to 

the Charity School (Baines Endowed) to 

perform divine worship every alternate 

Sunday afternoon. Prior to this and every 

other Sunday the villagers of Marton had 

to walk to Poulton, well nigh impossible in 

winter due to the marshy conditions. It was another 40 years before 

Marton got itõs own church, a plain brick built church dedicated to St 

Paul opened in 1800. In 1897 it was decided to erect a new church in 

"preference to repairing and restoring the old one", and on 22 Janu-

ary 1908 the first sod was cut. The consecration took place on 28th 

May. So, to this beautiful place of worship, parishioners young and 

old, past and present came to celebrate and praise God. The cele-

bration Mass was the first event of many planned for the forthcoming 

18 months. Bishop Nicholas 

expressed his gratitude in be-

ing invited to come to Marton 

to celebrate the centenary 

saying, óSt Paulõs is a fantastic 

community resource and 

place of worship, and it would 

be wonderful if people from 

the wider community in Mar-

ton would be able to come 

and help celebrate the cen-

tenaryó. 

Centenary Celebrations  

As you can see, 

thereôs a new 

name for the 

parish magazine.  

As our church is 

dedicated to St 

Paul, and he 

spoke of the 

Word of God as  

ñThe Sword of 

the Spiritò, it was 

felt appropriate to 

use The Sword as 

the name for this 

publication.  
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CENTENARY EVENTS FOR ALL 

SPM 

2009 

 

July 

Saturday 4 th   

Opera Plus Concert 7.30 pm   

Bar available  £5 

 

Saturday 18 th  

19.00 for19.30 p.m.  

Summer Greek style Evening Meal 

£22.00 

Bar available 

 

August  

Sunday 23rd      7.30 pm   

Evening of Music  

Marton Operatic Society and Orchestra 

Bar available   

£5 

   

September  

Saturday 19 th  10 am 

Victorian Coffee Morning 

 
Sunday 27th   

Classical music event 

    

October  

 

Saturday 3 rd   

Harvest Evening Meal 

19.00 for19.30 p.m.  

Tickets £22.00 Bar available 

 

Friday 16 th  7 pm 

Family Quiz Night  

Hot pot and Bar 

 

November  

Wednesday 4 th    

Victorian Afternoon Tea 

 

 

November 21 st 

Evening meal 

December  

Sat 5th  

Centenary Dinner & Ball  

£25 Ruskin Hotel 

   

2010 
January 

Sunday 31st   7.pm 

Handelõs Messiah 

Bar available £6 
Soloists: Tenor; Peter Van-Hulle (akaPeter Wilson ;) Soprano; 

Jacqui Cookson 

Contralto; Jacqui Veazey; Bass; David Twizell 

 

February  

Thursday 25 th  18.00 p.m  

The Children from St. Georges and Baines School join 

together for your pleasure. 

   

March  

Saturday 20 th     
Under 5õs Praise day 

 

Sunday 21st    

Music for Passion Sunday 

 

April  

Sunday 11th  6 pm   

Songs of Praise  

 

May 

Saturday 15 th    

Marton Operatic Society  

Bar available   

£5 

 

June 

Saturday 12 th    

Hog Roast and Bar £12.50 



2  010 marks the 250th 
anniversary since the 
first Anglican service 

was held in Marton. As a parish, 
we marking this important mile-
stone with a year of celebrations. 
 We would like to hear 
from past members of St Paul's, 
and anyone who has had any 
connection with the parish, 
maybe through their parents, 
grandparents, links with the 
school or local businesses. We 
would you to join us at any of the 

events detailed below.  

A special souvenir calendar has 
been published with a list of all 
the dates of events that will take 
place throughout 2009 and 2010. 
The calendar is full of pictures of 
parish lifeðpast and present.  

 If you would like to pur-
chase a calendar, then they are 
available in church, at the fantas-
tically  reasonably of only  Ã10. 
You can also obtain one from 
Pauline Wilson (nee Taberner) 
on 01253 767863. 

WHOõS GOING TO THE FREE STATE? 

A YEAR OF EVENTS ALL IN ONE 

CALENDAR 

rica's breadbasket.  

 The Free State experi-
ences a continental climate char-
acterised by warm to hot sum-
mers and cool to cold winters. It 
is also rich in mineral wealth, 
gold representing 20% of the 
worlds total gold production. Min-
ing is the province's major em-
ployer. Since 1989, the Free 
State economy has moved from 
dependence on primary sectors 
such as mining and agriculture to 
an economy increasingly ori-
ented towards manufacturing 
and export.  

 The the Diocesan Youth 
Pilgrimage to the Free State has 
been advertised on the Free 
Stateôs Diocesian Youth Page. 
For further information please go 
to www.dscyouth.co.za/wp/ 

 We wish Catherine well 
during her pilgrimage, and look 
forward to her safe return. 

A 
s you may know, 
Catherine Haydon, a 
member of this parish, 

will be taking part in the 
Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to 
the Free State. Once sheôs back, 
it is hoped she will write 
something for the parish 
magazine, tell ing of her 
experiences over in Africa. 
 But before she goes, does 
anyone know anything about the 
Free State? The Free State is a 
province of South Africa. The 
name comes from its previous 
name, that being the Orange 
Free State. Its capital is Bloem-
fontein, which is also South Af-
rica's judicial capital. The Free 
State is situated on flat bound-
less plains in the heart of South 
Africa. The rich soil and pleasant 
climate allow a thriving agricul-
tural industry. With more than 
30,000 farms, which produce 
over 70% of the country's grain, 
it is known locally as South Af-
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Stop worrying 

about the 

potholes in the 

road and 

celebrate the 

journey! 



I   used to go fishing in my 

teens and early twen-

ties. I never knew why except 

that my boyfriends at that time 

were keen anglers so I tagged 

along, but I have never liked 

the smell of stale waders and 

old fish, and I hate having dirty, 

sticky fingers and worm and 

crab juice under my nails. But 

now I realise why.  

This morning on Holy Island, I 

experienced the most spec-

tacular sight and thatõs where 

the realisation dawned, along 

with the sunrise.  

Standing by the castle outlined 

in black relief against the 

changing hues of the sky ð

orange, yellow, pink, purple, 

blue, intensifying by the sec-

ond, ever changing, leaking 

out across the dark sky, the 

wind blowing full into my face 

stinging my cheeks and eyes, 

tears rolling, the noise batter-

ing my ears. Above that the sea 

birds on the beach squabbling 

noisily and the gulls gliding in 

the air. The rock pools glowing 

orange and pink, the seaõs 

edges tinged with changing 

colours, the colour bouncing 

into the clouds making them 

glow orange and pink. And 

thatõs when I realised itõs ok to 

just be there, to absorb the 

changing beauty, to watch, to 

listen. There is no need of 

make-up or smart clothes. I can 

just be and itõs ok. No conver-

sation is necessary, words in-

deed canõt express the abso-

lute beauty of being alone to 

watch Godõs world of sound, 

sight and colour ð everyday 

routine so many miles and light 

years of time away.  I heard a 

phrase the other day òplenty to 

think about, nothing to worry 

aboutó. How true that is stand-

ing on the edge of the beach 

watching the sun rise around 

Holy Island. Psalm 84 starts 

òHow lovely are your rooms O 

Lord of Hostsó ð This room He 

has decorated with such taste 

and beauty I feel honoured to 

have shared such a spectacular 

sunrise and to have spent time 

in this lovely room. (Bev Clews 

Oct 2008) 

ROOM FOR REFLECTION 
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